“Help is In Christ”

Psalm 146
Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 

1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14






Easter 5
From Psalm 146: “Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God.”
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN, INDEED! … ALLELUIA!
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Bridge
History tells us that civilizations have (over and over) siphoned-through eight stages from a rise to a fall. A spiritual revival and growth renews and becomes the catalyst to great courage, which wins liberty and, then, abundance made lazy by a complacency that turns into a full-fledged apathy, giving-in to dependence upon others that gets allowed to control and, finally, enslave.
Empires throughout the ages have gone through these same cycles and you can see where America has cycled: through revolution to freedom and plenty to an almost yawn, then, of self-satisfaction that’s allowed a greater and greater dependence upon (for instance) technologies, entertainment and the media … personalities.
There’s a real fear I’ve heard expressed that where we seem to be in that cycle has us extremely vulnerable to totalitarianism (or the reign of an almost dictator or regime / political platform, maybe “wokism” since that’s where we’re at) because bondage has followed dependence in all the civilizations that have gone before us as they have all (at that stage) adopted a savior / concepts based on a promise that politically-correctness could save us.

So, there is that fear. Not, so much, from a side that wants such a thing, maybe, but from the vulnerability of all sides in this separation-of-sides there is: that we could be susceptible-to (or have an almost sub-conscious desire-for) things defined as “love” but far from it. That (and other descriptions of “heroic” tolerance) are only earthly (not necessarily Godly) ideas.
And as we approach Mother’s Day next weekend, we can’t forget a dependence that we’ve embraced on mothers and motherhood … and rightly-so, of course, yet maybe in ways “beyond-right” as well, with some dependance upon an inappropriate concept of “blood always being thicker than water” more than a real love for the person who’s our mom. I’d once listened to Christian counselors on the radio show talking to a man with an unhealthy expectation of his concept of mom. And there’s generations before us where people’s relationship with her was forced tighter by proximity. These days, they’re often apart by more distance, yet maybe glorified in relationship by the fact of mom’s moming and our loving them from further away. In-person or not, our dependence upon a desire to be connected in a fractured society is demonstrated by a popularity in Mother’s Day and “Ancestors dot com”. Even where we don’t seek mom’s constant company or conversation, connection to her (or family) provides a life-line that should tell us more of our need for “life-lines” than moms. Moms are mortal, and our expectations (even demands) about them as a concept imposes stresses in a growing need to depend on some-one or some-thing.
But loving mom is LOVING HER IN AN ETERNAL WAY since moms have the same limitations that we all do … and they, too, desire to be safe and secured / SAVED by a concept or thing or person (hero). And it’s the quest for safety in the care of humanity or human systems or mortal relationships or heroes that kill civilizations, just to have to re-start anew when that quest for earthly salvation is discovered a failure, so Heaven looked for.
Text
Psalm 146 and John 14 speak especially to that situation. Whereas the earliest stages of a civilization are rooted in the knowledge of our need for Heavenly help, all later stages intensely look away from that to this earth. It’s why the Psalm says “Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation”, because they eventually die, mortal themselves and unsuccessful at saving themselves as it turns out so not-equipped to save us. Verse 4 says that “When his breath departs, he returns to the earth, and on that very day his plans perish”. And no one ever wants to bury their mother … yet we still do. For those blessed to have ours moms still here, use the time that you have to love that woman to eternity.
When the futility of an earthly search for salvation sinks in, HEAVEN’S SALVATION IS AVAILABLE. “Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God”.
So Jesus says to kids and moms alike: “Let not your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you. I will come again and take you (who are My own) to Myself, that where I am you may be also. I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”, and “if you knew Me, you would know, also, My Father.”

JESUS is the Savior who makes Heaven available / delivering it by what He did through His own divine and personal sacrifice. He (who is The God-in-whom-is-and-always-ought-to-be-our-forever-trust (through whom “heaven and earth” got created with “the sea and all that is in them) sets prisoners free and lifts up those who are bowed down” / repentant / ready for forgiveness, loving “righteousness” … so those whose desire to be that.
How He saved was spelled out in last week’s Epistle lesson, so let’s reach back and hear it explained: having “committed no sin, neither having deceit found in His mouth, He was reviled, yet did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten, but continued entrusting even Himself to [His Father] who judges justly. He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; by His wounds we HAVE HEALING” or SALVATION so OUR “HELP is in the God of Jacob” … OUR “HOPE in the Lord our God”, and that’s the HELP and HOPE also of Stephen from our Acts reading, to willingly to die to tell moms and dads and everyone (for their eternal sake) about.
Application
If civilizations / America would get that message early on (before a downfall is looming) … if we’d (as a nation) together see, from history, where our complacency, apathy, dependance and coming bondage leads … then we might seriously and early repent. Then (maybe) an abundant existence could be renewed rather than what may be a very bad outcome … 
… since no earthly government (or bad agenda) will save. Leaders can, perhaps, lead (humbly and with God’s wisdom) to a prolonged peace that’s under God though on this earth and, maybe, postpone downfalls for a bit, but eternity human beings or nor any mortal entity has control (except for the divine-also God who made Himself human flesh as well to do it. And please remember for next weekend and beyond that our moms need Jesus Saving them too. He’s the only access-point to the Heavenly Father … yet is that access-point. May we encourage moms in a faith that’s truly in Him, so that together we’ll have forever to enjoy rightly with each other.
Through baptism and faith in Christ Jesus and His sacrificial bloodshed for our salvation, “God HAS become / IS the help” of humanity. That is FACT. For IT, thanks be to God’s real eternal love and care in Christ. In +Jesus’ name. Amen.
