
“The Whole Armor of God”
Before going into dangerous area, we would “armor-up”. We were given modern armor to protect us from the weapons of the enemy. As the warriors of God, our Lord provides us with His full armor, so we are able to withstand the attacks of the devil. So let us compare the armor of the military with the armor of God’s warriors.
· Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, 

Just as the ancient soldier held his clothes together with a belt, so the Christian, the soldier of God, puts on the belt of truth, of moral purity, of the righteousness of life. Only he that is a Christian in deed and in truth will engage in the battle with all seriousness; only he will gather up the matters of every-day life and hold them together without hypocrisy, lest he be hindered in the great battle.
· having put on the breastplate of righteousness, Christians wear the breastplate of the righteousness of life, that they may do no one any wrong, but rather may be desirous of serving all and doing good, lest someone accuse them of not living righteously. Truth, righteousness, the free and open confession of the Gospel, these three things make a Christian ready for the warfare against the spirits of darkness.
· shoes for your feet, put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace and having shod your feet with the preparedness of the Gospel of peace. As the military sandal protected the feet of the ancient soldier against the rough spots in the road, and made it possible for him to move forward with a quick and certain step, so the Christians should always be ready and prepared to proclaim the Gospel of salvation in Christ. 
· In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one. Just as the warrior of old used a large shield to cover his whole person, to render him safe especially against the arrows and darts which the enemies might shoot, so saving faith in Christ Jesus as the Savior of the world renders the believer secure against all the fiery darts of the devil. The ancients sometimes made use of arrows and small spears that were impregnated with pitch or some other inflammatory material, set on fire before they were discharged, and inflicting ugly wounds. Thus the temptations of Satan will greatly harm the Christian in his faith and spiritual life, unless he meets them with the calm assurance of the forgiveness of sins through the mercy of God in Jesus Christ. Against this certainty all the ammunition of the devil is unable to make any headway.  

· take the helmet of salvation, because the Christian has received from God the certainty of final deliverance, the hope and expectation of the future life which is above in heaven, for whose sake we believe in Christ and suffer everything, without which we could not endure the strokes which are aimed at our head and are intended to take away our faith and life.  

· Our offensive weapon is the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, with the Word of God, the Christians can overcome and definitely conquer all the spirits of evil. As Luther writes: “Here it is not enough that we defend ourselves against the devil with faith and hope as our shield and helmet, but we must also draw the sword and go for him with such insistence that he must fall back and flee, and we thus obtain the victory over him.” Since the Word of God is this weapon, it behooves us to make use of it at all times and to this end become acquainted with it both by means of public preaching and by earnest Bible study at home.
· Prayer also belongs to the armor of the Christians as a very essential part, since it accompanies all their doings. They are in constant communication with God, in petition, praise, giving of thanks. They have not only their own needs in mind, but make supplication for others as well. They pray not only in times of great crises in their lives, but at all times, being always in the fellowship of prayer with the Lord. In the Spirit they pray, for He it is that gives them power and guides their unlearned tongue to utter such words as will express their needs.
While serving in the military veterans had to getting to go anywhere or to any situation our nation sent us to. Wearing the armor of God we are ready to do battle anywhere and in any situation God has called us to go.

IN THE NAME OF OUR RISEN LORD AND SAVIOR – AMEN

