“He is Risen”
Isaiah 25:6-9
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8






Easter
Very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large.
Grace to you and peace from God, our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let’s pray: “Heavenly Father, thank You for raising Your Son and, with Him, removing the heavy obstacle from anybody receiving His forgiving gift (the obstacle of being eternally lost to sin). Because You sacrificed Him (making His blood sufficient as payment for our rebellions), no believer ever needs to fear things that You can, just, roll aside. With how big the sins of this world were to roll-away (which Jesus did in His sacrificial death), smaller things don’t need to intimidate us who are genuinely thankful for Your saving of us. Help us, though, to remember that nothing needs to hold us back from what You can make of us and our situations. Thank You for what You have made possible, and then offered, through the death and resurrection of the One who is Savior, Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.”

Bridge
Those who watched Jesus die, then be buried, came back to the tomb (after the Sabbath Day) to prepare the body that really hadn’t been (just loosely wrapped and laid in a sealed grave a day and a half … a smell of decay would make this unpleasant work). But He was their friend … and they were His friends. The women who’d come on Easter morning had been with Him most all of His way (since Galilee) and around everything that He’d done and said. They had thought that, maybe, He’d live forever with His potential. Except that now they came to enter His tomb and un-wrap His body and wash blood from it and see the gaping wounds that penetrated His flesh … and try to freshen-up the mangled pieces that the Roman whips and a crucifixion had left of Him.
But those women vowed to get the job done … and early. With the sun, the heat of the day would only make the smell get worse, so they set out before daybreak to do their work at first light. So determined were they to get this taken care of at this opportunity, they hadn’t even thought of how they’d get the stone across the entrance pushed aside (opening the grave). They’d made no plans to bring enough strength with them to roll that boulder aside and so their long walk could have been a waste if they’d arrive but not be able to get in.
Almost there, probably, and discussing whether or not to just go back and get help after the problem of the stone was remembered, they obviously kept going so as to at least see it and assess the situation. ….
It wouldn’t surprise me if Easter wasn’t best and biggest for these women. Men, then, hid (and got excited and confused about news), and we’ll (these days) get some eggs to find and chocolates and ham to eat and have some nice spring-time weather to enjoy and family and friends to hang out with, but these women got shown LIFE where they’d expected death …
Text
… which is, really, what we all got (a whole world then and now / today): THAT SAME THING / GIFT. The events of that morning were and are so important that Holy Scripture calls them of “first importance” (above anything else). 1st Corinthians says of the events of that weekend that “Christ died for our sins. He was buried” and “He was raised on the third day” … and that it all was, again, for “our sins”. In words just beyond that middle lesson we read a few moments ago, God delivered a sermon about these events that said “if Christ has not been raised, then preaching is in vain” (and we’d be wasting our time, today included), and that faith [in the benefits of Easter] is, simply, in vain” …  useless. “If Christ has not been raised, then you and I” (as Scripture announces) are still in our sins and those who have fallen asleep in Christ have, [just], perished” (nothing more, yet far less: everyone doomed). “If in Christ we have hope in this life only” (as just a nice but useless idea, then “we are, of all people, most to be pitied” since this world would be all there is. ….
But Jesus didn’t need that stone rolled away on Easter morning for His sake. He didn’t even need it removed so that He could get out. We needed the stone moved. God’s Son wasn’t obstructed by that rock somehow pushed-aside so that He could escape that grave. He could have walked through it or blown it all away with but a word. That we’d expect from God so-seemingly constrained by such an earthly obstacle. But it was so that then it could look like something that could happen with us. See, WE enjoy that stone rolled-aside in such an orderly fashion: so that we can picture stones Godly rolled aside for us also. We need that huge grave-stone for us to see as something huge that God WOULD and DID roll-aside for us … and so it WAS FOR US.
The women got to see first “that the stone had been rolled back” and then enter the tomb and see what was (and wasn’t) inside. A young-looking man was alone there sitting on the right side where Jesus’ body had been laid. Dressed in a white robe (but “as a young man”), he still looked imposing. But what was not there was the body of Jesus, dead, which the angel spoke of, saying: “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has RISEN; He is not here. See the place where they had laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee. There YOU WILL SEE HIM, JUST AS HE TOLD YOU” …
… and here’s where Paul later made a point to number all who got to see Jesus raised from the grave, alive and well. “He appeared to Cephas” (that is Peter), “then to the twelve, then to more than five hundred brothers at one time. Then to James, then to all the apostles” (beyond the eleven), then lastly He (Jesus) “appeared also to me” Paul said. An eyewitness to the resurrected Christ, Paul said that “in fact, HE HAS BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD, the first-fruits rising [he called Him] of [anyone who] falls asleep” in Him …
… and then Paul described what Jesus’ resurrection meant: “by a man came death, by a Man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first-fruits” (today’s celebration), “then at His coming again those who belong to Christ” … and THAT’S our faith. Ourselves from death. It’s a believer’s gift to know that we follow: JESUS ROSE from His us-saving death … so WE RISE.
And this is where the “each in his own order” makes of Easter the GUARANTEE of THE SAME for people who follow Jesus … and not just in the future. Faith receives that we are ALIVE TODAY. We look forward to being raised after death takes us, but the “shadow of it / death” (and all of its challenges) never needs to (EVER) get the best of us.
Application
We have faith to LIVE EVEN HERE BY. While we have an unknown amount of time to yet walk around upon this earth, we’ve got what is, in fact, what’s to ENJOY every day of this walk, which is, really, WHY WE’RE HERE. Without THAT, we’d be wasting time using what might be left … and today’s eggs or silly festivities and family time would be among the just few things that are about as good as things get …

… but THEY’RE NOT … and NOT BY A LONG-SHOT. ….
Boulders can still look oppressive as they crop up in our tomorrows. Cancer (for instance) didn’t get cured just because Jesus’ grave was empty. Tragedies still happen in a fallen-yet world. Yet with that stone of Easter neatly rolled aside (with witnesses telling of His victory and life shown here until an ascension to reign upon the throne of Heaven), we’ve got a powerful image to hang on to: a grave that was empty (open, vacated, with Jesus shown alive-and-well). Him still dead still with a full tomb findable would present an entirely different scenario … but, thankfully, the FACT IS that the grave-stone was rolled aside, the tomb empty and He showed Himself (eye-witnessed) as alive and well … and faith embraces THAT as it SHOULD and CAN.
Chris is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! The stone of His grave was pushed aside. He lives! With THAT, you and I need fear nothing since the Lord can easily pushed aside anything (in significance or reality) for us! JESUS LIVES! Thanks be, indeed, to God … in +Jesus’ name. Amen.
