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Easter 3
“Men of Israel, you killed the Author of Life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom Heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets long ago.”
Grace to you and peace from God, our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Bridge
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
I can no longer find the first and second sermons I ever preached. I looked (since computer files of sermons I have go back to 2008) but with my Seminary Field Work and Vicarage preaching, the looking back could be to 2002 or 3, and while they might be in some class folder, there’s nothing I can readily find. I really, though, ought to count the preaching I did before Seminary, as a friend growing up, then parent or Sunday School teacher (but most certainly, also, just times I talked to people about the One, Jesus, who died and rose again when I was even just a young kid or my explanations to my son or daughter about why gaining the Lord crucified and raise is essential).

Peter’s first two (I guess, official) sermons got recorded (which is what’s Acts, chapters 2 and 3 is). The first was formal, but todays was more of a spontaneous response (the giving of a “sure defense of the hope that was in him”) and why he was able to do the things he did as a follower of Christ Jesus. The Book of Acts is the historical “SO WHAT” of Good Friday and Easter (the Passion of God for humanity that’s pure Gospel since the Divine God didn’t have to (but DID) redeem and purchase back sinners / SAVE US ALL), such that we are presented with SALVATION TO HAVE … and DO.
So what does that MAKE OF US? Or what should that MAKE OF US in knowing it / in PURPOSE and THOUGHT / AWARENESS and then DELIBERATE and, even, NATURAL ACTION (as in CONTINUING ACTS OF THE APOSTLES / the CHRISTIANS)? What we get to read is highlights of the earliest apostles / Christians, and have them to emulate (or, at least, learn from) then observe OUR OWN ACTS hot upon the heels of BEING SALVATION and FORGIVEN: “REPENT, AND TURN AGAIN”, we’re charged to remember and do, “THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED OUT, THAT TIMES OF REFRESHING MAY COME FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND THAT HE (GOD THE FATHER) MAY SEND THE CHRIST APPOINTED TO YOU, JESUS, WHOM HEAVEN MUST RECEIVE UNTIL THE TIME FOR RESTORING ALL THE THINGS ABOUT WHICH GOD SPOKE BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY PROPHETS LONG AGO.”

Text
The death then resurrection of the Christ must be, first, humbling … but, then of course, hopeful (expressively joyful) to an nth degree. Peter (shortly after Pentecost) was passing a beggar on the street and dealt with him: “I have no silver and gold”, he said, but “what I do have I give to you: “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” Now, it’s possible that you and I will never miraculously physically heal people, yet it’s probable that you will each HEAL in various ways the afflictions of people that you’ll meet or already know. You will do things that (I assure you) will be in the “Name and for the sake of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” and sometimes those things will be DELIBERATE “ACTS OF AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST” or simply and dutifully natural expressions of an ACT OF GOD THROUGH HIS LIFE IN YOU. I’m rather certain that there’s none in this room who’ve not been CHANGED (thoroughly and ACTIVELY) by Christ’s Passion on a cross then exit from His grave.
One of those great and Godly ACTS that you will do upon your failures to ACT will be to “REPENT, AND TURN AGAIN” to the Christ and FORGIVENESS, because we’ll have lots of failures … yet oodles of “ACTS THAT ARE OF ONE WHO’S AN APOSTLE OF CHRIST”. It’s that for which the Book of Acts was written: to remind and acquaint WE APOSTLES OF CHRIST IN OUR TIME AND CIRCUMSTANCES of what is Godly since and because of Christ’s death and resurrection.
Application
But remember that the first GOOD ACT OF GODLINESS is the humility repenting of failures and, then, enjoying forgiveness. Peter preached it: repentance and the “refreshing” of forgiveness … preaching it because he knew all of that for himself.
Luke’s Gospel reading tells of him with those others huddled together on Easter evening then “startled and frightened” (thinking they were seeing “a spirit” in the Lord Jesus who “stood among them”). “Why are you troubled”, Jesus asked them, “and why do doubts arise in your hearts? “See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Touch Me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And while THEY still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, Jesus said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and He took it and ate before them. And He said to them, “PEACE TO YOU!” ….

The “you killed” part of Peter’s preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins wasn’t said just to Jews and Jewish leadership. It was said to sinners like even him and you and I who through sin (disbelief and lack of ACTIVENESS) piled the weight which needed to be crucified with Him. Our sin (our failures or lack of deliberate or ACTIVE godliness) crucified the divine Heavenly Gift. Our guilt executed the One righteous (the Righteous One), so it’s we who repent knowing ourselves as the killers of the One God the Father sent to sacrifice His bloodshed for our guilt.

But what all us sinners did to Him the Father made salvation of: His Son’s blood satisfactorily paying for forgiveness. Who “you killed” was “the Author of LIFE”, Paul says. An expression only used a few times in Scripture’s New Testament, that described perfectly WHO died for sin’s forgiveness. Proof of it was that the Father “raised Him from the dead”, and we have and join “witnesses”, to witness THAT to “all nations, beginning from Jerusalem” (the initial ones’ task, but ours yet still) then outward from there WHICH STANDS AS THE MAIN ACT OF APOSTLES STILL TODAY. ….
The last of this is HOW IT’S POSSIBLE THAT WE can be miracle workers / Christians / believers can be apostles of Christ’s, sent baring His witness and work, ACTING as His with authority He has and has yet to extend. Well, that’s the Epistle’s lesson’s message. Those His (baptized into Him) and believing the promises attached to it have here one wonderful and powerful promise that comes along with all of that: “we are called children of God”. “We are God’s children now, and we shall be like Him when He appears again”. “We hope thus” … and that hope is “in Him”, not us but it makes of us something “pure” because “He is pure”. And He’s the “Author of LIFE”. Not some just goodish situation, but “LIFE” and the Father points out what all of that means by “raising Him from the dead”.

We do not “PRACTICE sinning or lawlessness”. We repent of sinning and slippages into lawlessness. We “PRACTICE righteousness … and He (the killed then risen Jesus) IS that “Righteousness” that we “PRACTICE”.

Christ is, indeed, risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! WE ARE (with Peter and the rest) His witnesses in Jerusalem, into Judea, then into the rest of the world. May we continue to keep that in mind. Now may the peace of God that does pass all human understanding keep our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. In +His name. Amen.
