“The Right to Worship God in Truth and Purity”
By Pastor Doug DeWitt

St Andrews, Scotland is not only the home of golf, it is also where the first Lutheran Scottish missionary was burned at the stake, leaving a young wife and child.
Patrick Hamilton, was only 24 years old when he died in 1528, two years before the Augsburg Confession. While studying in Paris, he was converted to the teachings of Martin Luther. 
Returning to the University of St. Andrews, he taught the Gospel of faith not works. Not what we do but what Jesus did on the cross. In one day he ordered to deny what he taught, condemned as a heretic, and burned at the stake.
All Apostles but John were martyred for the faith. In Rome itself, Peter was crucified upside down and Paul was beheaded.
Founders of the Missouri Synod left Germany because the government wanted to tell them how to worship and how to administer the Holy Supper.
St. Paul in our Epistle lesson, tells us governments are established by God. This weekend the Church joins in thanking God for giving us a government which gives us the Right to worship God in the truth and purity of Scripture rather than through some bureaucratic directive from Washington or Nashville. 
We have the right to gather together without fear government interference.  Free to confess at the Altar true Christian Doctrine and to preach from the pulpit all of God’s Word, that which society agrees with and that which it does not.

We are free to share the true word of God to those in our community. There are so many people God puts us in contact are going through a crises and stressful times. People who are alone and afraid. 
People whose lives the world leaves empty and hopeless and people who have just never heard the truth about Jesus.  They want to, but no one has had the courage to speak to them or invite them to church.
In 2004, I was the head Chaplain of a combat wing flying missions in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Horn of Africa. Individuals from Muslim countries were hired to clean area of the base, including the area around the chaplain offices.  

One day I noticed a man nervously sneaking into his clothes a pamphlet on What Lutherans Believe. I started to watch for him and every day he would take another one. 
One day he left a note in my office, asking me to angrily call him into my office about the poor cleaning job he was doing.
It was then he quietly asked if what the pamphlets said was true and if he believed them would he go to heaven. However if he was found with the pamphlets he could be killed by his co-workers and his family harmed or killed by the local village. 
Therefore He would quickly read the pamphlets and leave them on base. I told him that yes The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit was the only true God and that believe Jesus died for his sins on the cross, He had eternal life.  The quickly left apologizing loudly for not properly cleaning my office. He had refused to tell me his name.
Let us thank God that he has given us a government where we do not have to fear death for believing and sharing the Good news of our loving God and His forgiveness.

IN THE NAME OF OUR RISEN LORD AND SAVIOR – AMEN.
